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tholics and the Eastern Christians have built upon the true
foundation, the Lord Jesus Christ, believe that God raised him
up as a scourge to punish these corrupters of the faith, and to
deprive them, as a judgment, of the light, against which they
shut their eyes, preferring darkness. In a wonderfully short
period the armies of the first khalifs overrun and occupied
the eastern provinces of the Roman empire, and at length
Constantinople, the capital, became the seat of a Mohammedan
power. The people generally embraced the simple creed of
their conquerors, which their descendants continue to profess;
while those who retain the religion of their fathers use litur-
gies in their ancient languages, which few, even of their priests,
understand, and, not reading their scriptures, know little of
real Christianity.

The Moslems, too, have their traditions, which the majority
of them, like the Jews and Christians, value at least as much
as their Book. Their most approved doctors, as we have seen,
agree that the edifice of Islam rests upon the Koran, and upon
the Sonnah, or Tradition; that is, as they maintain, the Word
of God, as communicated to the Prophet, and the report, on
credible witnesses, of his sayings and doings, which are pre-
sented to mankind as a model of conduct

It is in these traditions that we read the minute particulars
of the Prophet's night journey to heaven, and of the miracles
ascribed to him. Bokhari is careful to notice the names of all
those through whom a tradition has been transmitted; and
most of these are ultimately traced up to Abu Horira, a friend
of Mohammed, or to his favourite wife, Ayesha. But who can
prove this succession, and what reliance may be placed upon
any of them ? Many may be true, but they sometimes favour
doctrines contrary to the genius of the Koran, and positively
contradict it, when they ascribe miracles to the Prophet We
read in the Koran that both the Jews and the pagan Arabs
required a sign from him as evidence of his mission from God.
The Jews said, Cf God has made a covenant with us that we
should not believe any messenger till he bring us a sacrifice
which the fire shall consume. Answer, " These messengers